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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 




Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan 
"The Right to Information, The Right to Live'' 
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Satyanarayan Gangaram Pitroda 
Invent a New India Using Knowledge 



Bhartrhari — Nitisatakam 
''Knowledge is such a treasure which cannot be stolen" 
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FOREWORD 

This Indian Standard ( First Revision ) was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards, after the draft finalized by 
the Publications and Graphic Technology Sectional Committee had been approved by the Management and Systems 
Division Council. 

This standard prescribes four standard sizes for textbooks, specifying print area and margins for each size for the 
guidance of authors, editors, printers and publishers. Since in determining margins consideration must be given 
to the print area of the page used for the publication. Suitable type sizes have also been recommended in this 
standard. 

This standard gives recommendations for textbooks in All Indian Languages and English. 

The book sizes recommended are according to the international sizes given in Table 1 and 2 of IS 1064 : 1980 
'Specification for paper sizes ( second revision )'. 

A4 and A5 sizes have been obtained from the A series by successively halving the basic size 
AO (841 mm x 1 189 mm ), B5 size from the basic size BO ( 1 000 mm x 1 414 mm ) and C5 size from the basic size 
CO ( 9 1 7 mm x 1 297 mm ). The B and C series are intermediate sizes between any two adjacent sizes of the A series; 
for example B5 and C5 sizes fall in between A4 and A5. 

Earlier IS 7160 was published in following seven parts: 



IS7160(Partl) 
IS7160(Part2) 
IS 7160 (Part 3) 
IS7I60(Part4) 
IS 7160 (Part 5) 
IS7160(Part6) 
IS 7160 (Part 7) 



1 974 Guide for print area, margins and type sizes for textbooks: Part 1 Textbooks in English 

1 974 Guide for print area, margins and type sizes for textbooks: Part 2 Textbooks in Hindi 

1 977 Guide for print area, margins and type sizes for textbooks: Part 3 Textbooks in Malayalam 

1 977 Guide for print area, margins and type sizes for textbooks: Part 4 Textbooks in Telgu 

1 977 Guide for print area, margins and type sizes for textbooks: Part 5 Textbooks in Kannada 

1 977 Guide for print area, margins and type sizes for textbooks: Part 6 Textbooks in Tamil 

1 980 Guide for print area, margins and type sizes for textbooks: Part 7 Textbooks in Bengali 



In this revision all the 7 parts have been merged. 



IS 7160 : 2003 



Indian Standard 

GUIDE FOR PRINT AREA, MARGINS AND 
TYPE SIZES FOR TEXTBOOKS 

( First Revision ) 



1 SCOPE 

1.1 This standard specifies the print area ( line 
measure and depth ) and margins for 
A4 ( 2 10 mm x 297 mm ), B5 ( 176 mm x 250 mm ), 
G5(162mmx229nmi)andA5(148mmx210mm) 
size text books. The recommended sizes are for Pre- 
primary, Primary, Middle, Secondary and University 
levels ( see Table I ). Suitable type sizes have also 
been recommended. 

2 TERMINOLOGY 

2.1 For the purpose of this standard, the definitions 
given in IS 15306 : 2003 'Glossary of terms in printing 
and publishing', shall apply. 

3 CORRESPONDING AGE GROUPS 

3. 1 Age groups relating to various levels of instruction 
will roughly correspond to the following: 



a) Pre-primary 


Under 5 years 


b) Primary 


6 to 10 years 


c) Middle 


11 to 13 years 


d) Secondary and 
University 


14 years and 
above 


4 DIMENSIONS 





4.1 The dimensions of the print area and margins for 
the different sizes of textbooks mentioned in 1.1 are 

given in Table 1 . 

NOTES 

1 The print area is inclusive of the running heads folio 
and the next matter. 

2 The margins are recommended on the basis that the 
book is section sewn or center-stitched. If, however, 
side stitching is adopted, the inner margin should be 
increased up to 1 Vi em and the fore-edge margin be reduced 
correspondingly, 

5 SPACING 

5.1 Between Words 

Appearing space shall be uniform. 

NOTE — Blank space after punctuation marks including 
purna-viram, question marks and exclamation marks 
shall not, as far as possible exceed the normal space 
between words. In the case of semicolon, there shall be 



no space before but en space of corresponding type size 
after the semicolon. 

In the case of colon, there shall be en space of 
corresponding type size before and after the colon. 

In the case of purna-viram, indicated by a vertical line, 
there shall be half of the normal word space before and 
one en space of the corresponding type size after the 
purna-viram. 

The same spacing as given above will apply for 
exclamation mark and question mark. 

5.2 Between Lines 

It shall not be more than 6 points for text set up to 
14 points and 9 point for text set above 14 point. 

5.3 Between Paragraphs 

One blank line of the type size used shall be given 
between two paragraphs. 

5.4 Sinkage of New Chapter 

It shall not exceed six lines of the same point being 
used for text ( inclusive of leading ). A new chapter 
heading should begin from a fresh page. 

5.5 Between Chapter Number and Chapter Heading 

One line of the same point as used for the text. 

5.6 Between Chapter Heading and Text 

Up to 2 lines of the same point as used for the text. 

5.7 Between Text and Folio Heading 

One line of the same point as used for the text. 

6 INDENTATION 

6.1 Indentation shall be as given below: 

a) The first line of all paragraphs shall have 

2 em space of the same body size, and 

b) The first line of sub-paragraphs shall have 

3 em space of the same body size. 

7 RUNNING HEADS 

7.1 The type size for the running heads should 
preferably be one size smaller than the text and not 
exceeding 18 points. 



Table 1 Dimensions of Print Area, Margins and Type Sizes for Textbook 

{Clauses l.I and4A ) 



Levels of 
Instruction 



(1) 
Pre-primary 
Primary 

Middle 



Size of Textbooks 


Format Sizes 


Recommended 


( Trimmed > 




mm 


(2) 


(3) 


A4 


210x297 


A4 


210 X 297 


B5 


176x250 


B5 


176x250 


C5 


162 X 229 


A5 


148x210 


C5 


162 X 229 


A5 


148x210 



Print Area in ems 



Line 


Depth 


Measure 




(4) 


(5) 


36 


54 


36 


54 


32 


47 


32 


47 


28 


43 


26 


39 


28 


43 


26 


39 



Allocation of Margins 
on ems 

Back Head Fore-edge TaiP 



(6) 

6 

6 
4 

4 
4 

3/2 

4 

3J4 



(7) 

7 

7 

5 

5 

4/2 
4/2 

4/2 
4/2 



(8) 
8 

8 
6 

6 
6 

5/2 

6 

5/2 



(9) 

9 

9 

7 

7 ^ 

6/2 

6/2 

6/2 

6/2 



Type Sizes 
Recommended 



(10) 
18pt-36pt(3 pt leading) 

14pt-24pt( 3 pt leading) 
12 pt-14pt( 2 pt leading) 
10pt-12pt( 1-2 pt leading) 



Secondary and 
University 

NOTES 

1 'ems' means 'pica ems' unless otherwise specified ( 1 pica em ~ 1/6 of an inch = 3 mm ). 

2 The trimmed sizes are indicated in mm. Their conversion into ems and the adjustment of margins may show certain variations. This has been taken note of in specifying the margins. 
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Bureau of Indian Standards 

BIS is a statutory institution established under the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 1986 to promote 
harmonious development of the activities of standardization, marking and quality certification of goods and 
attending to connected matters in the country. 

Copyright 

Bis has the copyright of all its publications. No part of these publications may be reproduced in any form without 
the prior permission in writing of BIS. This does not preclude the free use, in the course of implementing the 
standard, of necessary details, such as symbols and sizes, type or grade designations. Enquiries relating to 
copyright be addressed to the Director (Publications), BIS. 

Review of Indian Standards 

Amendments are issued to standards as the need arises on the basis of comments. Standards are also reviewed 
periodically; a standard along with amendments is reaffirmed when such review indicates that no changes are 
needed; if the review indicates that changes are needed, it is taken up for revision. Users of Indian Standards 
should ascertain that they are in possession of the latest amendments or edition by referring to the latest issue 
of 'BIS Catalogue' and 'Standards : Monthly Additions'. 

This Indian Standard has been developed from Doc : No, MSD;^ 149 ). 

Amendments Issued Since Publication 
Amend No, Date of Issue Text Affected 



BUREAU OF INDIAN STANDARDS 

Headquarters: 

Manak Bhavan, 9 Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi 1 10 002 Telegrams: Manaksanstha 

Telephones : 323 01 3 1 , 323 33 75, 323 94 02 ( Common to all offices ) 

Regional Offices : Telephone 

Central : Manak Bhavan, 9 Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg / 323 76 17 

NEWDELHI 110002 1.3233841 

Eastern: 1/14 C. I. T. Scheme VII M,V.l. P. Road, Kankurgachi J" 337 84 99, 337 85 61 

KOLKATA 700054 13378626,3379120 

Northern: SCO 335-336, Sector 34-A, CHANDIGARH 160022 r603843 

\ 602025 

Southern : C. I. T. Campus, IV Cross Road, CHENNAI 600 1 13 f 254 12 16, 254 1442 



12542519,2541315 

r 8329295,8327858 
MUMBAI400093 \ 8327891,8327892 



Western : Manakalaya,E9MIDC,Marol,Andheri(East) J 8329295,8327858 



Branches : AHMADABAD. BANGALORE. BHOPAL. BHUBANESHWAR. COIMBATORE. 
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